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Our Commitment 

Bloomsbury Football Foundation (BFF) is committed to providing every participant in 
our programmes with a safe, inclusive, and enjoyable football experience. This Code of 
Conduct sets out the standards of behaviour expected of all registered players. It aligns 
with The FA’s Respect Code of Conduct and the FA’s Grassroots Standards, and 
incorporates BFF’s own disciplinary procedures for Club Football. 
 

1. The FA Respect Standards 

All players are required to uphold The FA’s five Grassroots Respect Standards, which form 
the foundation of acceptable behaviour in football: 

• Enjoy the game – play with enthusiasm and a positive attitude. Remember that football 
should be fun for everyone involved. 

• Give respect – show respect to match officials, coaches, opponents and 
teammates at all times — on and off the pitch. 

• Be inclusive - Welcome players of all backgrounds, abilities and identities. 
Discriminatory language or behaviour of any kind will not be tolerated. 

• Work together – support your teammates, communicate constructively and act in the spirit of 
teamwork. 

• Play safe – follow safeguarding guidelines, report concerns to a coach or the Club Welfare 
Officer and never engage in violent conduct. 

2. Player Commitments 

As a player at BFF, you agree to adhere to the following on and off the pitch: 
 
2.1. On the Pitch 

• Adhere to the BFA Discipline Process and respect the Laws of the Game. 
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• Accept the decisions of the referee and match officials without argument or 
dissent. 

• Never engage in dangerous play, simulation, time-wasting or any form of 
cheating. 

• Never intentionally make offensive, insulting or abusive language or gestures 
towards anyone. 

• Never use or tolerate discriminatory language or behaviour based on race, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, disability or any other protected 
characteristic. 

• Report any injury, illness or safeguarding concern to my coach immediately. 
2.2. Off the Pitch 

• Behave appropriately at all BFF sessions, tournaments, events and on transport 
to and from them. 

• Represent BFF with pride and conduct myself in a manner that reflects positively 
on the organisation. 

• Refrain from posting content online that is offensive, bullying or brings BFF, 
teammates or other players into disrepute. 

• Attend sessions punctually. If unable to attend, notify your coach in advance. 
• Respect BFF facilities, equipment and the facilities of host venues. 
• Never bring prohibited substances or items to any BFF activity. 

3. Respecting Match Officials 

The FA is clear that referees and assistant referees must be able to officiate free from 
the threat of violence or intimidation. Any physical assault on a match official will result 
in a lengthy or permanent exclusion from football. Players must never: 

• Physically threaten, assault or intimidate a referee or assistant referee. 
• Use foul, abusive or discriminatory language directed at a match official. 
• Persistently challenge or argue with an official’s decisions. 

4. Discriminatory Conduct 

Discrimination in any form — including racist, homophobic, transphobic, antisemitic, 
Islamophobic or disability-related abuse — will be treated as an aggravated breach of 
FA rules and will result in enhanced sanctions. BFF has a zero-tolerance policy and will 
report all such incidents to the relevant County FA and, where appropriate, the police. 

5. Consequences of Breaching this Code 

If any aspects of this Code of Conduct are breached, any or all of the following actions 
may be taken: 

• Verbal warning from BFF coaches or staff 
• Formal written warning from BFF staff 
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• Temporary suspension from BFF activities depending on the severity of the 
breach 

• Required to undertake specific training courses to continue participating  
• Referral to the relevant County FA and/or The FA for formal disciplinary action 
• Permanent removal from BFF programmes with no refunds 

6. Social Media and Online Conduct 

• Players must not post content that is abusive, discriminatory or defamatory 
about any individual or organisation connected with BFF. 

• Players must not share images or footage of other players without their consent 
(or that of a parent/carer for under-18s). 

• Online conduct that breaches this Code will be treated with the same 
seriousness as conduct on the pitch. 

• Platers under the age of 18 much not contact adults directly over SMS, social 
media or messaging apps. This includes “following” or “liking” on social media. 
Instances of this being instigated by BFF staff or other adults must be reported to 
safeguarding@bloomsburyfootball.com immediately. 

7. Safeguarding 

The welfare of every player is BFF’s highest priority. All coaches and staff hold up-to-
date DBS checks and FA safeguarding qualifications. If a player has a concern about 
their own welfare or that of another player, they should speak to a member of staff or 
contact the Head of Safeguarding via safeguarding@bloomsburyfootball.com. All 
concerns will be treated with the necessary confidentiality and urgency. 
 
Players should also be aware they can contact the NSPCC Helpline (0808 800 5000) or 
Childline (0800 1111) at any time for urgent concerns about welfare. 
 

8. Review and Key Contacts 

This Code of Conduct will be reviewed by the Head of Safeguarding and Governance 
and the Director of Programmes before the start of every season. If you have queries or 
would like more information regarding this code of conduct contact 
academy@bloomsburyfootball.com. 
 

 
_____________________       ___30/03/26____ 
Peter Marment 
Head of Safeguarding and Governance 
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