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This Code of Conduct is binding on all parents, guardians, and carers (“you”) at Bloomsbury Football 

Foundation (“BFF”) events, sessions, and activities (“BFF Events”), and it forms part of the rules and 

regulations of Bloomsbury Football. This Code reflects and incorporates The FA's Respect Code of 

Conduct for Spectators and Parents/Carers and The FA's Grassroots Code. 

By registering your child or ward, or by attending or participating in BFF Events, you agree to the 

standards set out below. 

1. Our Standards of Behaviour 

In line with The FA's Grassroots Code, we ask every parent and carer to Enjoy the Game, Give 

Respect, Be Inclusive, Work Together, and Play Safe. In practice, this means you agree to: 

Enjoy the Game 

a. Remember that football should be fun for everyone involved, especially the children playing; 

b. Celebrate effort and good play from both sides, contributing to a positive environment; 

c. Offer encouragement to players even when they make mistakes – support, don't criticise. 

Give Respect 

d. Always respect the referee and other officials, accept their decisions, and encourage players to do 

the same; 

e. Never engage in offensive, insulting, discriminatory, or abusive language or behaviour, including 

foul language, whether in person, in writing, or online; 

f. If you witness such behaviour from others, report it to BFF Staff rather than responding in kind; 

g. Raise any concerns or complaints in a respectful manner, directly with BFF Staff. 

Be Inclusive 
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h. Treat all players, families, coaches, officials, and BFF Staff fairly and with respect, regardless of 

race, disability, sex, gender reassignment, religion or belief, sexual orientation, age, pregnancy or 

maternity, or any other characteristic; 

i. Do not tolerate or take part in bullying, harassment, or discriminatory behaviour of any kind 

towards players, other parents/carers, coaches, officials, or BFF Staff. 

Work Together 

j. Stay behind the touchline and within the Designated Spectators' Area (where provided); 

k. Do not interfere with the job of the coach or any official, including by issuing instructions to 

players; 

l. Support BFF Staff and volunteers, and engage constructively with the club/league/Football 

Association where required. 

Play Safe 

m. Do not attend, or allow your child/ward to attend, a BFF Event while under the influence of alcohol 

or drugs, and do not consume alcohol or drugs at a BFF Event; 

n. Do not bring prohibited items to a BFF Event (including but not limited to weapons, pyrotechnics, 

or illegal substances); 

o. Do not photograph or film other participants (other than your own child/ward) at BFF Events, or 

share images or footage of other participants online, without the express consent of BFF and the 

relevant family; 

p. Adhere to BFF's policies and procedures, including but not limited to the Safeguarding Policy, 

Walking Home Policy, Online Safety Policy, Terms and Conditions, Photography and Filming 

Policy, and Discipline Processes; 

q. Keep confidential any personal, medical, or safeguarding information about other children or 

families that you become aware of through your involvement with BFF. 

2. Keeping Information Up to Date 

You confirm that the information you have entered for your child/ward on our website is up-to-date and 

accurate. This includes, but is not limited to, medical, allergy, walking home permission, and contact 

information, and you agree to update it promptly if it changes. 

3. Collection Arrangements 

If your child/ward requires collection at the end of a BFF Event, you will arrive within 10 minutes of the 

Event finishing. If you cannot collect your child/ward yourself, you will identify the individual who will be 

collecting them prior to the start of the session, in line with our Walking Home Policy. Repeated late 

collection may be treated as a breach of this Code, in addition to any incidental costs BFF may seek to 

recover. 
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4. Online and Social Media Conduct 

The standards in this Code apply equally online. You agree not to post, share, or comment in any way 

that is abusive, discriminatory, or disparaging towards players, parents/carers, coaches, officials, or 

BFF Staff on social media or other public platforms, in line with BFF's Online Safety Policy. 

5. If This Code Is Not Followed 

If you do not follow this Code, BFF, the club, league, or Football Association may take any one or more 

of the following actions, proportionate to the nature and severity of the conduct concerned. BFF will 

normally seek to apply the least severe action appropriate in the circumstances, but reserves the right 

to apply any of the following directly where the conduct warrants it: 

a. Issue a verbal warning from a club, match, or competition official; 

b. Require you to leave the venue; 

c. Require you to meet with an official or committee of the club, league, or Football Association; 

d. Require you to undertake a Football Association education course; 

e. Request that you do not attend future BFF Events; 

f. Suspend or remove your membership, or your child's/ward's membership; 

g. Require you and any players you have registered to leave the club; 

h. Report the matter to the relevant external authorities, where appropriate, which may include (but 

are not limited to) the County Football Association or The FA, the local council, the police, or the 

Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO). 

Prior to taking disciplinary action, Bloomsbury Football will endeavour to collect statements from 

witnesses and, where appropriate, the person(s) accused. There may, however, be instances where 

the evidence is such that a statement from the accused is not required to take action. 

Where a decision is taken to suspend or remove membership, you will be given the opportunity to 

appeal that decision in writing to BFF, in accordance with our Discipline Processes. 

6. Definitions 

• “BFF Staff” means any employee, coach, or official acting on behalf of Bloomsbury Football 

Foundation. 

• “BFF Event” means any session, match, event, or activity organised or run by Bloomsbury 

Football Foundation. 

• “Carer” means any adult, other than a parent or legal guardian, who has responsibility for, to is 

connected to, a child or ward attending a BFF Event. 

This Code should be read alongside BFF's Safeguarding Policy, Walking Home Policy, Online Safety Policy, 

Photography and Filming Policy, Terms and Conditions, and Discipline Processes, all available on request or via 

the BFF website. 
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